I WORK OUT MY PERSONAL CREDO                             141
Party or out of it, I could never be an enemy of the communist
ideology and objectives. At the most, because of my own growth
or because of the errors in practical action of the Communist Party^
I might possibly become a non-communist. But I could never become
an anti-communist. If communists, as individuals, made mistakes in
the name of the party, the party itself and Marxism should not be
viewed as the cause of the errors. I should view those individuals as
men who,had voluntarily chosen to stray away from their own first
principles. Since I myself was not an "authority" on Marxism, I
should not seek a frontal clash with those individuals, but should
stand aside.
I am now inclined to think that I might have subsequently begun
to apply the personal credo described above not only to my relations
with the Communist Party but to my family, society, nation, religion,
and culture.
My decisions do not constitute a philosophy of "escapism." On
the other hand it is a credo of swadharma in which I acknowledge
and bear full responsibility for myself and my actions. Hiding behind
a party or an ideology and disclaiming personal responsibility consti-
tute escapism----
Having cogitated deeply along those lines, I made my decisions
known to party comrades who were close to me. Perhaps I might not
have expressed myself as cogently as I have done now. I regarded the
principles that I have set forth as a personal code accepted by me and
applicable to me. I never sought to thrust them on anybody else.
I never criticized those whose personal code was different from
mine. At no time did I want to gather a group around me. When I
proclaimed my thoughts, some persons wrongly construed it as part
of an effort on my part to build a group around myself. On such
occasions it was my invariable practice to withdraw into the back-
ground.
It was at this time that the spiritual creed which was ever in me
began to make its presence felt. The expression "spiritual creed"
is not rated highly in communist writings. I was aware of that.
Nonetheless I referred to it with pride whenever I had a suitable
opportunity, I was aware that Karl Marx himself, his contemporary
followers, and his wife Jenny had used the word "spiritual" with an
appreciative tone. It was my conviction that their own lives were truly
spiritual.
On 12 July 1964 Ananda Vikatan published an interview with me in